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But this was a false hope, for Wellington, while showing
no sympathy for Murat, declared that England had ratified
the treaty between Austria and the King of Naples and
could not recant at this point. He made no bones about
the fact that England did not view favorably the union of
two crowns-those of Sicily and Naples-on one head. Tal-
leyrand verified his former opinion that the English did
not comprehend the principle of legitimacy, probably be-
cause they thought of Europe in terms of India. The only
change in the status of Italian affairs at the Congress was
that, at the eleventh meeting of the committee on Swiss
affairs, the Austrian delegate requested that the question
of Valtelline be reserved. The Austrian government had
changed its mind and was thinking of annexing Valtelline
to Lombardy.
The Congress becaihe more and more sunk in lethargy.
At the beginning of March, Talleyrand, Wellington, and
Metternich set out for Pressburg on their mission to the
King of Saxony. Vienna meanwhile continued to play. On
March 5, the Court finished off the carnival with a splen-
did f&e1, at which the highest-ranking noblemen, clothed
in the most elaborate Flemish costumes of the Middle
Ag6s, acted out, in a series of living tableaus, the meeting
of Maxmilian I and Marie de Bourgogne. Suddenly there
was a flurry of excitement; groups began to gather, and
the actors were forgotten. A courier from the King of
Sardinia, who had crofesed the Alps in three days by forced
marches, had just arrived with the amazing news that
Napoleon had landed at Cannes. Talleyrand had fopnd
the new collaborator he needed after Alexander's defec-
tion.